
Thank you to our 2016 Sponsors
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Thank you to all of the sponsors who have generously provided financial 

support to the Near-Surface Luncheon.



Near Surface Geophysics Focus Group 

Luncheon
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NSFG was created in 2006 to provide a home for those 
geophysicists who study and advance the use of geophysics in 
the Near Surface:

1) foster communication within the NSG community, the primary 
goal being to advance the science of NSG

2) promote the awareness of NSG in other fields and advance 
the application of geophysics where the primary science 
goals/questions are in other areas of science: archaeology, 
biogeochemistry, coastal processes, climate change, ecology, 
ƘȅŘǊƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǘŜŎǘƻƴƛŎǎΣ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻƭƻƎȅ Χ

Slater, L., Knight, R., Singha, K., Binley, A., and Atekwana, E., Near-Surface 

Geophysics: A New Focus Group, Eos Trans. AGU, 87(25), 249, 2006



Near-Surface Geophysics Focus Group
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President: Fred Day-Lewis
US Geological Survey

President-Elect: Sarah Kruse
University of South Florida

Past President: George Tsoflias
The University of Kansas 

Secretary & Newsletter editor: 
Burke Minsley
US Geological Survey

Meetings Program Representative:
Xavier Comas
Florida Atlantic University

EEGS Liaison: 
Lee Slater
Rutgers University

Web Editor & South American Representative:
Juan Lorenzo
Louisiana State University

Early Career Scientist: Andrew Parsekian
University of Wyoming

Student Representative: Sarah Morton
The University of Kansas

EOS & SEG Representative: John Lane
U.S. Geological Survey

HydrogeophysicsLiaison and European 
Representative: Sander Huisman
ForschungszentrumJülich

African Representative:Kennedy Doro
TuebingenUniversity

2015 ς2016 Ex. Com.



Membership
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In 2016é
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Elections for:

President-elect: Xavier Comas

Secretary-Newsletter Editor-elect: Chi Zhang



Fall Meeting 2016
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Å2016: 19 sessions; 
212 Abstracts 

Å2015: 17 Sessions; 
194 Abstracts

Å2014: 19 Sessions; 
192 Abstracts

Å2013: 15 Sessions; 
160 Abstracts



2015 Outstanding Student Paper 

Award
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Å Nils Gueting, ForschungszentrumJülichΣ άIƛƎƘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
aquifer properties using full-ǿŀǾŜŦƻǊƳ Dtw ǘƻƳƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέ 

Å SeogiYŀƴƎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ άwŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ 
ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ǇƻƭŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛƴŜŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴέ 

Å Megan aƛƭƭŜǊΣ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ά{ǇŀǘƛƻǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
strain field and hydraulic conductivity at the Phoenix valley basins, 
constrained using INSAR time series and time-ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎέ 

Å Henry {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΣ άaŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ǎƻƭƛŘ ŀƴƎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ Ǌŀȅ Ƴǳƻƴ ŦƭǳȄέ 

Å Emily VoytekΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ aƛƴŜǎΣ άLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƘȅŘǊƻƭƻƎƛŎ flowpaths
ƻƴ !ǊŎǘƛŎ ƘƛƭƭǎƭƻǇŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛǎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ 

Thank You Volunteer OSPA Judges!



Student Research Grant
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Å Annual award up to $2000 to support student 
research using GPR and EM methods

Å Loan of field instrumentation
Å Competitive award based on student research 

proposal
Å 2016 award to May Deng, BYU



Collaboration

9

Å Joint AGU-SEG Workshops

V 2016: Upper crust physics of rocks; L. Adam (SEG)

- 2017: Hydrogeophysics; R. Knight and K. Keating (AGU) 

- 2017 (2): MicroseismicTechnology and Hydraulic Fracture Mechanisms(SEG)

- 2018: Injection Induced Seismicity(AGU)

- 2019: Airborne geophysics (AGU)

- 2020: Distributed arrays (SEG)

Å AGU-SEG co-sponsored sessions at annual meetings

Å Looking for ways to work together with SEG on publications

Å 2016 SEG DL Honorary Lecture at AGU ςSteve Constable

Å Discussions with EEGS about joint conference have fallen through



Imaging the Critical Zone

Organizing Committee:Rosemary Knight and Kristina Keating (co-chairs), AnjaKlotzsche, Kate Maher, Daniella Rempe, andKaminiSingha

Abstract submission deadline: 23 February 2017, Midnight EST

We invite abstracts for the four following sessions:
1. Interfaces in the Critical Zone
2. Hydro-bio-geo-chemical processes in the Critical Zone
3. Critical Zone properties & rock physics
4. Scaling of Critical Zone data to address science questions

Visit the workshop website for additional information at  http:// workshops.agu.org/hydrogeophysics/ 



òCollaborationó
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Joint Near Surface ςHydrogeophysicsSocial Event at 
YŀǘŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎΥ 6:30 PM, Tuesday 13 December, at the 
Hotel Utah at 579 Howard. 



AGU Giving Incentive for 2016

ÅIf 5% of PRIMARY non-student members give $50 or 
more, the NSFG would receive $1,000 
ïIf 7%, $2,000

ïIf 10%, $3,000

ï5% is just 18 people!!!!!

ÅFunds can be given to any AGU fund ðnot just NS!

ÅEmployer matches will be credited

ÅStudent giving counts, but not penalized for having 
many student members in calculating our 
percentage

ÅNS Ex Com will discuss strategies to support 
students and early career scientists through new or 
more travel grants and awards

12
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1) Student attendance at the Fall Meeting NSFG 
Luncheon
2) /ŀǎƘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ b{CDΩǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
student paper awards - OSPA
3) Fund Fall meeting student travel grant(s) 
4) Establish NS specific awards to honor achievements 
of distinguished members of the NS community

www.agu.org/givingtoagu

5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ b{CD {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΧ

http://www.agu.org/givingtoagu


Volunteer for the NSFG!
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ÅContact NSFG officers if you are interested in volunteering
at the FG and Union levels

ÅNominate a colleague for an AGU award

ÅPropose a session to the Fall meeting

ÅBecome an OSPA judge

ÅDŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ Χ



At the Union Level - News
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ÅMosconeundergoing renovation. We are headed to New 
Orleans for 2017 and Washington DC for 2018

ÅReturning to SF for the Centennial in 2019!

ÅVirtual Options: experience the Fall Meeting with live streaming, 
video on demand, ePosters, video poster presentations, etc

ÅPods

ÅPossible changes in store for affiliation and membership, and 
how primary and secondary memberships work

ÅPossible changes in the name ςSection vs. Focus Group



At the Union Level - TEX
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ÅThriving Earth Exchange (TEX) advances community science by 
helping scientists, community leaders and sponsors work 
together to solve local environmental science challenges
http://thrivingearthexchange.org/

The purpose of the American Geophysical Union 
is to promote discovery in Earth and space 
science for the benefit of humanity.

http://thrivingearthexchange.org/


At the Union Level - Awards
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ÅAmbassador Award: This new award recognizes achievements 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ 
ςincluding impact on society, and overall scientific leadership

ÅMany AGU awards are undersubscribed 

http://honors.agu.org/awards-medals-prizes/



Our new NSFG-nominated Fellow

ÅAndre Revil
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